


The big bang!

• The universe started with a “BIG BANG”

• The big bang was nearly 14 billion years ago
American billion – a thousand million – 1,000,000,000

• Started very small, much smaller than an atom

• Started very hot, much hotter than the sun

• Nothing before it, not even empty space

• Nothing outside it, not even empty space

• Scientists don’t know what, if anything, caused it



The universe –
timeline

0 the big bang

Less than 1 second light

379,000 years the first atoms

9,500,000,000 years the earth

13,800,000,000 years now



The earth – timeline





The creation stories
• The book of Genesis is the first book in the 

Bible.  It tells us two creation stories:
one about God making the world in 6 days,
and one about the Garden of Eden.

• These stories are myths.  A myth is a 
traditional sacred story about the distant past.  
It tries to explain how the world came to be as 
it is, and how customs began.  It may have 
been written by people who do not have a 
modern scientific understanding.

• Today we look at the story of God making the 
world in 6 days.



• In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth.  Earth was chaotic and dark, and 
the wind swept over the water.

• Day 1: God said, “Let there be light.”  And 
there was light.

• Day 2: God made the great dome of the sky to 
separate the rain above from the water on 
Earth below.

• Day 3: God gathered the waters on the Earth 
into one place to make the oceans, leaving dry 
land behind.  God made plants and trees.

Six days of creation



Six days of creation
• Day 4: God made the sun and the moon and 

the seasons.

• Day 5: God made fish and birds.  He told 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply.”

• Day 6: God made animals.  God made human 
beings, male and female.  God made human 
beings in his own likeness.  God blessed the 
human beings and gave them responsibility 
over the fish and the birds and the animals.

• God saw everything he had made, and it was 
all very good.  And on the seventh day…



On the 7th day, God rested



Partners!

• Science and Bible teaching do not contradict 
each other.  They are partners.

• Science can only tell us how the universe 
evolved, and not why.

• The Bible stories of Creation tell us the true 
story that behind the creation of the universe 
is a wonderful God.  They tell us that life on 
Earth, and humankind especially, are an 
important part of his purpose.  The stories 
are not meant to be scientifically accurate.



Fine tuning of
the universe

• The universe is amazingly well designed to 
support life.

• There are at least 26 special numbers, known 
as “dimensionless physical constants”, which 
have a special job in the way the universe 
works.  If any one of them was different by a 
tiny amount, the universe would not work 
properly and could not support life.

• These numbers could not have got their 
values by chance.  They look as if they were 
designed.



A quiz!

1. How long ago was the Big Bang?

2. How many Creation stories are there in the 
book of Genesis in the Bible?

3. Who or what did God make in his own 
likeness?

4. Arrange these into the order in which they 
were created: large animals, fish, humans, 
light, and the moon.  (Science and the Bible 
agree on the order!)

5. Name one important purpose of the universe.



What you 
have learned

• Science tells us how the universe works.
The Bible tells us what the universe is for.
Science and Bible teaching are partners.

• Science teaches us that the universe started in 
a “big bang”, that it is enormously old, and 
that it is very finely tuned.

• The Bible teaches us that God has a purpose 
for the universe, and that life on Earth, and 
humankind especially, are an important part of 
his purpose.  You are an important part of his 
purpose.  Remember: God, science and you.


